
Pebruery 8, 1957 

Mr. William Frseuum 
660 Mazat stretat 
San Fr*isco 4, Cal. 

Dear Billt 

111~ sorry I never got in touch with you qain before New Year’s 
but our rwbdule beoarns very hectic, ati It looked like yours wa8 
8ufficcientl.y the same. 

Oiaoa we 8aw one another, our lives have been sormwhat complicated 
by an attrautive counteroffer from fkrlrdley (in the Genetics Departarrnt) . 
You can inragine th@ aches of thuhhear) and the mind that go into try- 
t0 SOlVe thi8 tril-. 

I have bsen pressing to see what I uould do with the monograph on 
Bacterial fiecambination, and thie i8 ahaping up quite cMrst8l.y. If I 
press on it, I should be able to have the aaa. ready by the tiau?J we pas8 
through. California Fn early June (en route to Melbourne where we stay 
the eummar), If this coatinuets to look to a happy coinoidencae with your 
own 8tafffs Uere, I will exert my8df to do it by then. 

My beat guess as Zn the length of the principal text is 230-250 pages 
of type8Gript (300 w. each) or about 125 w print pa&es. Better than 
half of this is written now, and virtually all is xeketched out. There would 
also be half a donen half-tones (&Map8 less) and a dozen diagraars. Add 
540% for bibliograp&y. I am also debating &he r~erlts of a rather weighty 
appendix which would inaluds altogether 122 pages of reprinting of 8ome of 
the keg historical mfleatonea in this field, plw two papers on matids 
whiah are st4.U in heavy denwsl ani out of print. If this ia lmpo8slble, 
there is at haat one paper whieh is overlengthy, but not too essy to 
get hold of, that 1 would llka to do this way as a cvomiae (Qrifflth,F. 
1928 The ai$nificJsncs of pcisuePcmal types. Bmnal of Hygiens, 27: 
113-159. (‘&a 3purnal is a Nx Cambridge publication.) ) . Yhe other papera 
I have in mind are [I blu& j my own, being the prWy announcsmnts of 
s-1 oroaaing and of transduction (1947, 20 pp; 1952 21 pp) and two on 
-ulode (1950, 17 PP., 1952, 8 pp). I also plan about 10 page8 of explicit 
laboratory exsraisee on recombination; for at least one of the88 I will 
need some outside help. 

If I ju@gnd your rtmatione correctly, you might actually prefer a book 
of 250 pages to one of 125, and there would be a far from proportionate 
increase in oos t. If it would save further, you could of course photo-off 8s t 
the ‘reprintat. Hav&ng these texts would somewhat simplify some of the 
monographic narrative; it will not substitute for it. 

Tom Webb of tM W  Press is also interested in this; the matter of timing 
would be an important consideration, and I suepect you can outpace him on 


